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International comparison of land use research

ZHAO Wen-wu

(State Key Laboratory of Earth Surface Processes and Resource Ecology, College of Resources Science and Technology,
Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)
Abstract: The research of land use is one of the key contents in the International Geosphere-Biosphere
Program and the International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change. It is
important to analysis the research dynamics of national land-use dynamics and identifies the international
differences. Based on the Science Citation Index and Social Science Citation Index database, this paper
compared the major differences of land use research of the world. The results show that the world has
achieved rapid development on land-use research during the past 10 years. The United States, Canada,
Japan, Britain, Norway, Australia, Germany, Switzerland, France, Belgium and other countries not
only have carried out research on its own land use, but also carried out many studies of Chinese land
use. However, during the same periods, Chinese scientists are focusing on the domestic land use, and
pay little attention on the land-use studies of other countries. In the further study of land use, Chinese
scientists not only need to strengthen the domestic land-use issues, but also needs to develop an
international perspective, and strengthen global land use studies. The possible key study area for the

global land use studies in the future includes global land use database construction, land use change and
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global food security, global land use change and carbon emissions, land use change and ecology security

for the international river basins, regional or national comparative studies of land use, etc; which will

benefit the acceleration of land-use research level and the international strategy of the country.

Key words: land use; China; global; international
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