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Abstract: This article focus on the Shanghai area, extracting the region in 1918 AD and 1978 AD
sections of drainage information, especially density index, 1918—1978 river densification is the cause
of the research area in 1960s of large-scale water conservancy and repair campaign, the new channels
excavation while substantially retaining the original river; in addition, through the comparison with
the Daoguang and Tongzhi years water movement found widely across the country, after founding a
state appears to "production" as the guiding agricultural development planning not only by the local
government to the central government policy carry out, centralized organization of human mass
movement allows the nut of the area during the Ming and Qing Dynasties formed small dike forms
gradually transformed into the regular grid pattern. This description of basic social control ability of the
unprecedented enhancement makes the government mobilized workforce capacity greatly strengthened,
which is the implementation of area of river improvement and very important reason.
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Fig.2 The river morphology of Shanghai area, 1918 and 1978 AD
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Table 1 The river density grid system's numeric field
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